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MEDIA STATEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE ROBSON FAMILY 
  The Australian Banana Growers Council has today announced that a ballot of Australian 
banana growers has backed an industry levy that will in part, fund the purchase of the Robson family’s banana farm in the Tully Valley. 
 Bevan and Jenny Robson and their family are pleased that this key requirement for the sale 
to proceed, has been satisfied. Whilst there are a number of other conditions that need to be satisfied, the Robsons are cautiously looking forward to completing the sale in the next month or so. The family are now working hard to finalise a number of things they need to 
attend to, to be in a position to complete the sale.  
With historical low banana prices and additional operational costs from biosecurity protocols imposed on their farm, the last few months have been a very difficult time for the Robsons. The uncertainty of not knowing for sure that the sale would proceed, has added to the burden 
on the family.   
That uncertainty remains. If there is one Panama disease confirmation on another property before completion, the sale will not proceed. That would be absolutely devastating to the family, both financially and emotionally.  
 However in the 16 months since Panama Disease was detected on the Robsons’ property, 
there has been no spread of the infection beyond their farm.  Much of the success in containing the infection has been the result of their diligence and sacrifice. The Robsons are cautiously optimistic that the sale of the property will complete soon and that they will then be 
able to plan for the next chapter of their lives.  
  Media statement ends. 
 
26 August, 2016. 
 
This statement has been prepared by Ian Conrad of Conrad Law, on behalf of the Robson 
family. For further information, please contact Ian Conrad – contact details below.  


